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ABOUT PASADENA

the City of Pasadena is located in los angeles County in 

the northwestern portion of the San gabriel Valley. the City

covers an area of 23 square miles and is bounded on the 

west by the cities of los angeles, glendale, la Cañada, on 

the south by South Pasadena and San Marino, on the east 

by arcadia and Sierra Madre, and on the north by the 

unincorporated community of altadena. the City’s population 

as of January 1, 2014, as reported by the California department

of finance, is estimated at 140,879 which is a 0.6 percent

increase from the previous year (140,020).

Pasadena was incorporated in 1886 and became a charter city

in 1901. the City has a council – manager form of government

with seven City Council districts each electing a council member

for a four-year term. Beginning in May 1999, the Mayor became 

an at-large elected position serving a four-year term. the 

Vice-Mayor is a council member selected by the Council, 

traditionally for two consecutive one-year terms.

the City Council is responsible for setting policies, passing 

ordinances, adopting the budget, appointing committees and 

hiring the City Manager, City attorney/City Prosecutor and 

City Clerk. the City Manager is responsible for carrying out

policies and ordinances of the City Council, appointing the

heads of the City departments and ensuring the successful

operation of the City and the three operating companies –

Pasadena Center operating Company, Pasadena Community

access Corporation, and rose Bowl operating Company.

additional demographic information and a complete history 

of the City are available at http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/.
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