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PWP’s forthcoming budget proposal to Pasadena City Council will include costs to complete construction of the
first phase of a recycled water distribution system for landscape irrigation. The project is designed to conserve
millions of gallons of drinking water annually in an era of very serious challenges to our city’s water supply.
In early 2008, a citizen’s task force was formed to investigate the feasibility of a recycled water distribution system in light of the Pasadena’s projected water shortage. After interviews with water-industry experts and weighing of facts and figures, the Water Reclamation Task Force unanimously recommended to the mayor that
Pasadena launch Phase I of a new distribution system. This initial phase would take five years to complete and
deliver.up to 1,000 acre feet of recycled water annually from the nearby Los Angeles/Glendale Water Reclamation Plant for irrigating Brookside Park, Brookside Golf Course and the Rose Bowl. That alone would save
enough drinking water to serve 2,000 average Pasadena homes for a year.
Treated with a state-of-the-art three-step method so that it meets strict government safety standards for irrigation and industrial uses, recycled water is now widely used in other cities. Completion of all three phases of a
citywide recycled water system would allow for irrigation of city parks, school fields, freeway landscaping and
other public grounds, saving up to 2,000 acre feet of drinking water per year. This, along with other resource
management and supply development projects, will help Pasadena exceed its Green City Action Plan goal of cutting water use by 10 percent by the year 2015.

LIVE WIRE
DIALOGUE
“PWP is actively investigating and developing other
sources of water to avoid a citywide shortage,” said
PWP Water Director Shan Kwan. “A new recycled
water system would be a strategic investment.”

“A full-scale recycled water irrigation system in
Pasadena could offset most of this shortage,” Kwan
said. “Recycled water is a proven source that we
definitely need to consider.”

Like many other Southland cities, Pasadena’s water
supply is in jeopardy, Kwan explained. With record
dry weather that has greatly reduced the Sierra
Nevada snow pack and reservoirs along the
Colorado River, Governor Schwarzenegger
proclaimed a statewide drought in June 2008. At the
same time, pumping has been limited in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, declining local groundwater levels may restrict Pasadena’s pumping rights,
and the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) may
cut back supplies to local cities. In a worst case
scenario, by the year 2015 Pasadena could face
a supply cutback of more than 2,000 acre feet
per year.

PWP will present a comprehensive water conservation plan to the council this spring that addresses the
very real possibilities of 10 and 20 percent water-use
cuts and offers innovative solutionst for maximizing
Pasadena’s water supply.
For news and tips for saving water now, visit
www.PasadenaSavesWater.com

DEAR
SCOTT
With an MBA from Loyola
Marymount, PWP Marketing
Manager Scott Ushijima has
served the city of Pasadena
since 1993.
Dear Scott:
I’m concerned about the cost impact of the city’s
20-year power supply plan. Can I still offer my
input?
Absolutely. You can submit your comments anytime
at www.PWPweb.com/IRP, or attend the last of four
public meetings on PWP’s Integrated Resource Plan
(IRP) on Saturday, Jan. 24 at 10 a.m. in City Council
Chambers, 100 N. Garfield Ave., Room S246. Our
independent energy planning consultant will present
options for the best energy resources mix (solar, wind,
natural gas, coal, etc…) for the city’s future. In crafting
this 20-year “blueprint,” we are aiming to balance
our customers’ priorities: low rates, environmental
protection and service reliability. More than 300
customer comments and surveys have been collected
to date, helping our consultant fine tune a draft IRP
to be presented to the city council this spring. Your
comments are needed and welcome!

Dear Scott:
Does my retrofit qualify for the bonus through
PWP’s Energy Efficiency Partnering (EEP)
program?
As long as your project was installed and verified by
PWP by Dec. 31, 2008, it qualifies for the bonus. Your
EEP Application Form and a signed proposal from your
vendor were also due Dec. 31, 2008. If you didn’t make
the deadline, you can still earn a rebate of 11 cents for
every kilowatt-hour saved through any permanently
installed energy-saving retrofit project (during a
minimum period of six months and up to 36 months).
If your project also reduces summer or winter peak
load by 10 kilowatts or more, you’ll receive another
$100 for each peak kilowatt that has been reduced.
For an on-line application form and rebate calculator,
visit www.PWPweb.com/EEP
Dear Scott:
What is a “rain garden”? How does one work?
You can see a rain garden up close at the Neighborhood Church’s Green Fair set for Saturday, Jan. 31
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The event is open to the
community. The latest in the church’s sustainability
efforts, the demonstration rain garden was designed
by volunteer Scott Wilson to surround a new sculpture
on the southwest side of the campus. Woodwardia
and two varieties of mahonia are partially watered by
an innovative drip system supplied by rain water, with
special downspouts, water storage in barrels and a
unique distribution set-up. For more information,
visit www.neighborhoodgreenfair.com/

IMPORTANT
NUMBERS
AnswerLine

Customer Service

626.744.6970

626.744.4005

Water Emergencies
626.744.4138

Power Emergencies
626.744.4673

www.PWPweb.com

CUSTOMER
SPOTLIGHT
Caltech recently held a dedication ceremony for the
biggest solar power system in our city’s history. The
Holliston Solar Carport project will provide the esteemed
scientific institute with 320,000 kilowatt-hours of solar
energy each year.

“We’re really grateful to Caltech not only for helping to
reduce the city’s overall energy load,” said PWP Account
Manager Irma Cruz, “but for setting such a great example
for other Pasadena businesses on how feasible and beneficial solar power can be.”

During the celebratory event,
PWP General Manager
Phyllis Currie presented a
ceremonial check to Caltech
President Dr. Jean-Lou
Chameau worth $1,011,200,
the estimated amount the
university will receive over
the next five years through
PWP’s popular solar rebate
program, the Pasadena Solar
Initiative.

As of Jan. 1, 2009, the Pasadena Solar Initiative offers
rebates of $3.15 per watt installed to all customers, and
$3.60 per watt installed for non-profit agencies, plus
reimbursement of permit fees for residential installations.
In addition, Congress recently extended a 30 percent
federal tax credit through Dec. 31, 2016 for homeowners

Caltech’s Holliston Street parking
structure solar panels will provide
320,000 kilowatt hours of solar energy
per year, along with a Pasadena Solar
Initiative million-dollar rebate over
the next five years. Photos courtesy of
Caltech Media Relations.

“We appreciate the city’s
help and assistance in
achieving this milestone for
all of Pasadena,” says Caltech
Associate Vice President
for Facilities Jim Cowell.
“This facility will allow us
to reduce our dependence
on nonrenewable sources of
energy and allow Caltech to
conduct research in a more
sustainable way.”

Perched atop Caltech’s Holliston Street parking structure,
the 1,404 panel system measures 220 feet long and 90
feet wide, covering more than half of the top level of
the structure. Installed by Pasadena’s Suntech Energy
Solutions, the system will be owned by Solar Power
Partners of Mill Valley which, through a “solar purchase
power agreement,” will sell 100 percent of the output to
Caltech at a fixed rate. PWP will provide Caltech with a
rebate of 0.632 cents per kilowatt-hour output over the
next five years.

Caltech President Dr. Jean-Lou Chameau receives a BIG solar
power rebate check from PWP General Manager Phyllis Currie.
and businesses that install a solar photovoltaic (PV)
system, said PWP Account Manager Mauricio Mejia.
Pasadena businesses may also opt for a solar purchase
power agreement, similar to the Caltech arrangement,
to avoid upfront capital costs, Mejia said. Visit
www.PWPweb.com/solar for complete details and a
“Customer Guide to Solar Lease Programs.”
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TIPS FOR
BOTTOM-LINE SAVINGS
Chilly weather can take a bite out of your budget. Follow
these low- and no-cost tips for efficient heating to keep
your employees and customers warm.

building’s walls, windows, doors, ceilings and floors for any
small cracks or holes. Inexpensive caulking or weatherstripping will effectively seal any warm-air leaks.

During business hours, set your thermostat for 65°F to 68°F
and then turn it down to 60°F to 65°F after hours. Invest
in a programmable thermostat to automatically adjust the
temperature throughout the day; pre-programming can
save hundreds of dollars each year in energy costs.

Make sure your heating system is operating properly by
changing or cleaning the air filters at least once a month.
Schedule a reminder to regularly check and repair any leaks
in piping, ducts, coils and fittings. Duct sealant, metalbacked tape around seams and insulation can improve system
efficiency by as much as 20 percent. You should also inspect
and replace any defective insulation or other components.

PASADENA WATER & POWER
150 S LOS ROBLES AVE STE 350
PASADENA CA 91101
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Rely on the warmth of the sun to take the heat off your
heater. Open the blinds and make full use of any skylights.
Close any exterior doors and windows to trap warm air
inside and block any cool air from coming in. Inspect your

PUBLIC MEETING:
Pasadena’s Energy Supply
Plan and Costs
Saturday, January 24

For more tips on efficient heating, visit www.energystar.gov
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