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BUSINESS SECTOR QUESTION
Q
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ANSWERSS
ECONOMICS
1. Questtion:
How doess reducing wa
aste and increeasing recyclin
ng minimize ccosts for a buusiness?
Answer:
Typically, businesses pay less for recycling servicce than wastee collection seervice. So thee more materrials a
c recycle, the less they will
w have to pay for waste collection. In
n some cases,, businesses ccan
business can
sell their recyclables,
r
such as metals and cardboard.
2. Questtion:
What is the
t cost to implement the Zero
Z
Waste Strategic
S
Plan ?
Answer:
The costs to implemen
nt the Zero Waste
W
Strategicc Plan will de pend on the types of proggrams that are
f implementation. The City
C will evalu
uate the costss and benefitss of the policiies, programss, and
selected for
other actiivities through the Zero Waste
W
strategicc planning proocess.
3. Questtion:
What is the
t big picturee cost of Zero
o Waste (in teerms of jobs crreated)?
Answer:
The econo
omic benefitss of recycling have been well documentted in a numb
ber of nationaal and state
studies. These
T
studiess have shown that recycling generates j obs in a varieety of areas, n
not only in the
collection
n of the materrials, but in th
he processingg, remanufactturing, and saales of the com
mmodities. In
addition, new industrie
es are develo
oping to suppo
ort Zero Wastte initiatives, such as research and
ment of new te
echnologies to
t produce en
nergy from w
waste. In a stu
udy completeed by the Instiitute
developm
for Local Self‐Reliance,
S
, it was estimated the recyycling industryy could equal the size of the American auto
industry. In that studyy, the numberr of jobs creatted from 10,0000 tons of so
olid waste waas calculated as
bs
follows: Landfill =1 job; Compostingg = 4 jobs; Reccycling = 10 joobs; Reuse = 75 to 250 job

4. Question:
What is the cost of not implementing the ZW Plan?
Answer:
The City strives to be a Green City leader and has committed to environmental initiatives such as the
Urban Environmental Accords. The City of Pasadena is joining a growing number of communities nation‐
wide that have adopted Zero Waste as their goal. Zero Waste communities realize economic,
environmental and social benefits from the implementation of policies and programs that not only
minimize disposal and increase diversion, but also help to conserve natural resources and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
In addition, recycling benefits identified by CalRecycle include:
•
•
•
•
•

Opportunities for businesses or multifamily complexes to save money.
Creating jobs in California by providing materials for recycling manufacturing facilities.
Reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
Keeping valuable materials out of landfills.
Creating a healthy environment for the community and future generations by recovering natural
resources.

5. Question:
Can customers expect reduced waste and recycling costs as a result?
Answer:
Typically, businesses pay less for recycling service than waste collection service. So the more materials a
business can recycle, the less they will have to pay for waste collection.

CITY PROGRAMS
6. Question:
Are there plans for a pharmaceutical take‐back program?
Answer:
Through the City’s Health Department, residents are provided a free mail‐back program for medical
sharps (hypodermic needles) used at home. As part of the Zero Waste planning process, potential
expansion of this program to include pharmaceuticals will be evaluated.

7.

Question:

How will a Zero Waste Plan be implemented?
Answer:
As part of the Zero Waste Strategic Plan process, a list of policies, programs and facility initiatives that
could be implemented by the City to achieve zero waste will be compiled. These options will be
screened in close coordination with City staff and stakeholders, focusing on options that have the
highest potential for success, considering cost, impact, feasibility, and implementation requirements.
Finally, a clearly defined set of options that can be undertaken in the near term, as well as over the
longer term, will recommended for implementation.
8. Question:
What are the requirements under AB 341?
Answer:
Assembly Bill (AB) 341 requires that on or after July 1, 2012, businesses (including public entities) that
generate four cubic yards or more of commercial solid waste per week or a multifamily residential
dwelling of five units or more arrange for recycling services. These businesses and multifamily dwellings
can take one or any combination of the following in order to reuse, recycle, compost or otherwise divert
solid waste from disposal:
•
•
•
•

Self‐haul.
Subscribe to a hauler(s).
Arrange for the pickup of recyclable materials.
Subscribe to a recycling service that may include mixed waste processing that yields diversion
results comparable to source separation.

A property owner of a commercial business or multifamily residential dwelling may require tenants to
source separate their recyclable materials to aid in compliance with the requirement
The City must implement a commercial solid waste recycling program that consists of education,
outreach and monitoring of businesses, that is designed to divert commercial solid waste from
businesses. The City is required to report the progress achieved in implementing its commercial
recycling program, including education, outreach and monitoring, and if applicable, enforcement efforts
and exemptions, by providing updates in its electronic annual report to CalRecycle. The regulations are
designed to allow jurisdictions flexibility to utilize their existing tools and solid waste management
infrastructure to inform the businesses of the state requirement and to follow up with businesses that
are not recycling.
In addition to Mandatory Commercial Recycling, AB 341 sets a statewide goal for 75% disposal reduction
by the year 2020. This is not written as a 75% diversion mandate for each jurisdiction. The 50% disposal
reduction mandate still stands for cities under AB 939. Similarly, AB 341 does not mandate a diversion
goal for businesses ‐ it simply requires that they implement a commercial recycling program.

COMMERCIAL RECYCLING
9. Question:
What is the commercial diversion rate?
Answer:
In 2011, the City managed approximately 255,000 tons of materials through its existing programs. The
commercial portion of the City’s managed waste accounts for approximately 117,000 tons, of which 50%
was diverted in 2011. This figure does not include diversion activities conducted by businesses that are
performed outside of the City’s system, such as source reduction, or other waste prevention or recycling
activities.
10. Question:
How do we involve industries?
Answer:
Industry will play an important role in the Zero Waste Strategic Plan, particularly in relation to producer
responsibility. As part of the planning process, the City will consider partnerships with local businesses
to take‐back products they sell that are hazardous, and incorporating into the green business
certification program criteria that include take‐back of hazardous products for proper management.
The City is working to identify businesses, especially manufacturers and other industry, to involve them
in the planning process.
11.

Question:

What is the impact on small businesses?
Answer:
Implementation of the Zero Waste Plan is anticipated to result in cost savings for businesses, due to
reduced rates for recycling services and avoided disposal costs.

ORGANICS AND TECHNOLOGIES
12. Question:
Are considerations being made related to space available for food waste collection, health and
cleanliness standards, transportation and staff time to oversee and implement the program?
Answer:
There are a number of factors to take into consideration in the design of food waste collection
programs, including storage, collection, health and safety, transportation, processing and staffing. The
City considers these and other factors in determining the appropriate policies and programs to be
implemented in the City.

13. Question:
Will the City consider conversion technologies?
Answer:
As part of the Zero Waste Strategic Plan process, the City will consider the use of local and regional
waste conversion facilities for processing of the organic and/or residual portions of the City’s waste
stream.

