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CITY OF PASADENA

Chapter 4

40 PUBLIC REALM DESIGN STANDARDS
AND GUIDELINES

The Design Guidelines for the Public Realm address the three
key elements of the East Pasadena Vision — economic vitality,
aesthetic enhancement and improved mobility. The Public
Realm Design Guidelines that follow are guided by an Urban
Design Framework and emphasize the accommodation of auto,
bus, bicycle and pedestrian modes in the multi-modal Access
Corridors, as well as the interrelation of the corridors to the
Public Realm Parks and Plazas. The Public Realm Design
Guidelines also focus on the aesthetics of the Multi-modal
Access Corridors. Finally, the Guidelines set a framework for
private investments in terms of enhanced accessibility and a
more attractive environment.

4.1 Urban Design Framework

Figure 4-1, the Public Realm Urban Design Framework
outlines the key elements and is intended to:

* Improve East Pasadena’s identity, image, and use through:
- - Improvements to the appearance and use of the existing
street system : '

- Creation of an aesthetically pleasing and human-scaled
pedestrian network linking major destinations '

- Creation of a unified streetscape for the proposed multi-
modal transportation corridors leading to the Blue Line
Station )

- Creation of new gateways from the east and from the
west

- Provision of public improvements that will act as a

catalyst to attract new employment-generating uses in
the area

East Pasadena Specific Plan

The Design Standards and Guidelines that follow provide

.design direction for major components of the Urban Design

Framework including:

- = Streetscape improvements:

- Street tree palette -

- Walnut Street streetscape and eastern gateway to
Subarea d1 '

- Foothill Boulevard streetscape and western gateway to
East Pasadena

- Halstead Street streetscape

- Other mobility corridors and local streets

* Public parks, plazas and parking improvements
4.2 Streetscape Improvements

East Pasadena neighborhoods surrounding the Specific- Plan
area are extensively landscaped. Many streets are tree-lined,
some with attractively landscaped medians with a wide variety
of tree species. However, this landscaped character is missing
from many of the streets in the Specific Plan area which have
been widened over time to carry more traffic without equal
consideration for pedestrian movement and an attractive
identity. The Specific Plan recognizes that each public right-
of-way must incorporate several transportation functions,
including vehicular, transit, bicycle, and pedestrian circulation
linkages, as well as offering an attractively landscaped
streetscape.
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Figure 4-1.
Public Realm Design Framework
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East Pasadena Specific Plan

Chapter 4

The General Plan classifies-the function of each street in the
City as a mobility corridor or as a local street and also
designates bike routes (Table 4.1). The Draft Revised Bicycle
Plan is currently being reviewed by Commissions and when the
document is approved applicable references  will be
incorporated into the specific plan.

Street Tree Palette

The City has a Street Tree Inventory which designates certain
tree species for various streets. Table 4.1 not only indicates the
General Plan designations for the functions of each major street
in the East Pasadena Specific Plan area, it also lists city street
tree designations and Specific Plan recommendations for street
trees.

4-3



East Pasadena Specific Plan

No designated trees.

Chapter 4 CITY OF PASADENA
' Table 4.1
GENERAL PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
STREET TREES FOR KEY STREETS IN THE EAST PASADENA SPECIFIC PLAN AREA
Street General Plan City Street Tree Inventory 1999 Specific Plan Preliminary
- . , - Recommendations for Street Trees
Sierra Madre VillaDr. | N/S mobility -"Magnolia grandiflora Continue existing trees — Magnolia grandiflora (Southern
. - (Southern Magnolia) Magnolia); (min. 36” box size)
' Sierra Madre Blvd. ' N/S mobility | Podocarpus macrophyllus Aliernate Yews w/Mexican Fan Palms — 25° Brown |-
‘ . ' : - (Yew Pine) Trunk height Yews (min. 36” box size) '
~Altadena Dr. N/S mobility Quercus suber (Cork Oak) north of Lagerstroemia indica — (Indian Tribe Crape Myrtle) (mm
Vo Foothill Blvd. 36” box size)
. San Gabriel Blvd. N/S mobility | Eriobotrya deflexa Eriobotrya deflexa (Bronze Loquat) (min. 24” box size).
(Bronze Loquat) Melaleuca in median to remain.
. Rosemead Blvd. N/S mobility; truck route Liquidambar styramﬂua Continue existing trees. L1qu1dambar styraciflua (mm
5 v Lol (Sweet Gum) 36” box size) :
- Foothill Blvd. E/W mobility Quercus ilex (Holly Oak) From Rosemead to Sierra Madre Villa and from San
'1 Gabriel to Vista Ave. — Quercus ilex (Holly Oak; min.36”
box size). Alternate between street trees, Washingtonia
robusta (Mexican Fan Palms; min. 25’ Brown Trunk
height).
From Sierra Madre Villa to San Gabriel — Ulmus
parvifolia (Chinese Elm; min. 36” box size). Alternate
between street trees Washingtonia robusta (Mexican Fan
- _ ; Palms; min. 25" Brown Trunk height).
Walnut St. Truck route East of Altadena Dr. south side — On north side — Melaleuca quinquenervia (Cajeput Tree;

’ : Eriobotrya deflexa min. 36” box size). Continue existing trees on south side.
(Bronze Loguat) Melaleuca quinquenervia (Cajeput Tree; min. 36” box
north side — west of Altadena Dr. — size). In medians, add with flowering decidiuous accent
Melalenca quinquenervia trees (Jacaranda acutifolia jacarandas).

s X ' (Cajeput Tree)
Halstead St. Continue existing Magnolia grandiflora (Southern

Magnolia); min. 36 box size.

* . Draft Biéyclé Plan
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Chapter 4

4.2.2 Walnut Street Streetscape — East Gateway
to Subarea d1

Walnut Street, identified as key component of the Multi-modal
Access Corridor in the vision, is envisioned as a major catalyst
for attracting and retaining new industrial, high-tech, biotech,
and professional businesses by changing the overall aesthetic
quality and accessibility of Subarea d1. Currently, Walnut
Street typically has an 80-ft right-of-way, is unimproved on the
north side, and has a 60-ft abandoned rail right-of-way parallel
to the public right on the north (Figure 4-2).

Figure 4-3 illustrates the typical cross-section for Walnut Street
and Figures 4-4 and 4-5 illustrate a two-block area showing the
proposed location of street trees and the proposed connection
to Foothill Boulevard and Kinneloa Avenue discussed in
further detail in the Mobility section.

Photos of Walnut Street Today
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CITY OF PASADENA 7 East Pasadena Specific Plan Chapter 4

Walnut Street streetscape is to be designed: - Canopy trees located in the parkway adjacent to the

_ curb, spaced approximately 30-ft apart
" As ecast-west, multi-modal access corridor carrying - On the north side, a double row of canopy trees shading
automobiles, pedestrians, bicycles, and a shuttle bus as a 5-8 ft pedestrian path
described in the mobility section. ‘ - To supplement the taller street lights which are up to

30-ft high, provide pedestrian-scaled, decorative light
* As landscaped “parkway” to improve the overall visual = - standards in the parkway area which are reproductions

character of the d1 subarea. of the existing period lighting in the area or as uniquely

designed contemporary lighting standard and fixture.
» With'a “parkway” character including (Figure 4-3): - A minimum number of curb cuts to adjoining private

- Two throngh travel lanes property, i.e., no more than one curb cut per 100 feet.

—— Potential
: Live-Work,
J Busingss Expansion
: or Parking

.
Ljﬂﬂﬂﬁ]ﬂﬂﬂﬂmﬂﬂ
2 24

mas—msme J W W W

Existing Parking Garage

Figure 4-4.
Proposed Walnut Street Parkway Concept In Plan
- Curb parking, wherever possible
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Figure 4-5,
Walnut Street Lighting Plan
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East Pasadena Specific Plan
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CITY OF PASADENA East Pasadena Specific Plan Chapter 4

=  With a straight ahgnment in the existing right-of-way to * With the proposed conceptual streetscape improvements to

minimize public expenditures, to more fully use the
abandoned right-of-way for private development and to
provide a strong dramatic image. The City has plans to
extend Kinneloa Avenue through the 210 Freeway
underpass to link with Foothill Boulevard. On the east,
Walnut Street should intersect with the Kinneloa extension
and landscape improvements, bicycle lanes and a
pedestrian sidewalk- shall continue to Foothill Boulevard.

~ West of Sunnyslope, the alignment of Walnut St. and its

bicycle/pedestrian improvements should minimize the
disruption of long-standing businesses. The sidewalk may
need to be eliminated on one side of the sireet and some

parking may need to be ehmmated to avoid business
d13rupt10n

" As a street designed to create an environment supportive of

an Artisan’s corridor in the abandoned rail rights-of-way

including:

- Building expansion, outdoor exhibit space for artists, or
artist live/work spaces

- Parking areas, which are paved to Clty standards and
are softened by landscaping

- A wall or hedge at the property line to partially screen
parked cars from view from Walnut Street

- Mini-parks

With a landscaped gateway to Subarea dl at the
intersection of Sierra Madre Boulevard and Walnut Street
including: _

- A monument sign identifying the area with a new name
such as “Bast Pasadena Research and Technology
District”

- A cluster of trees and decorative plantmg

accommodate a variety of truck typcs and sizes on Walnut
Street.

The conceptual design of Walnut Street, including street
width and curb radii, should be based upon standard traffic
engineering parameters to accommodate semi-tractor and
trailer trucks turning movements; except semi-tractor and
trailer trucks will continue to follow the existing practice of
using the oncoming traffic lane to accommodate their
turning radius. The city shall post safety signs as needed.

A landscape median along Walnut Street should be
considered an asset to the improvement of the street. The
width and location of the landscape median should consider
truck turning movements .and ingress and egress into
adjacent properties in its design.
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4.2.3 Foothill Boulevard Streetscape —
East of 210 Freeway

Walnut Street and Foothill Boulevard, east of the 210 freeway,
are the east/west Multi-modal Access Corridors identified in
the vision. Foothill Boulevard functions as the main entrance
‘to the City of Pasadena from the east and the major east/west
thoroughfare in the Specific Plan area.

Figure 4-6 illustrates the existing typical cross-section for
Foothill Boulevard east of the 210 freeway. The existing
rights-of-way are generally 92 feet with 68 feet of pavement
between curbs.

‘Foothill Boulevard, east of the 210 freeway and illustrated in
Figures 4-7 and 4-8, is to be designed as:

* The east/west- mobility corridor of automobiles,

~ pedestrians, and bicycles from Titley Avenue on the west;
where Kinneloa Avenue is planned to join Foothlll
Boulevard to Michillinda on the east.

Foothill Boulevard lacks a strong distinct image.

4-10

A streetscape which establishes a consistent image for

- Subareas d2 and d3, and an entrance statement for the City

- of Pasadena from the east, specifically on Foothill
Boulevard near Michillinda (Figure 4-8).

' - A street that creates a pleasant pedestrian environment

along the only available public east-west right-of-way —

.. Foothill Boulevard.

In “order to create a viable pedestrian/bicycle connect1on
suidelines and standards include:

-® - Four through lanes of traﬁ'lc and a stnped blcycle lane in

each dlrectlon

f=n)
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Figure 4-6.

Existing Foothill Boulevard
Between 210 Freeway and
Rosemead Boulevard - East

Figure 4-7.

Foothill Boulevard
Between 210 Freeway and
Rosemead Boulevard — East {
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East Pasadena §péciﬂc Plan

Foothill Boulevard looking east showing unimproved center median.

F—Gaﬂ-:eway Median

Improvements

LN

Existing streetscape on north side of Foothill Boulevard between Santa

CITY OF PASADENA

- Paula Avenue and Sierra Madre Villa is pedestrian friendly.

—Existing Street Lights

L

—New
Falms
. Existing and
=) r New Holly Ozks
, W
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Figure 4-8.
Foothill Boulevard
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=

In the parkways adjacent to the curb, a row of auto-
related tall palm trees alternating with a row of canopy
trees for shade. Consideration should be given to
maintaining existing mature canopy trees in place,
when feasible. The tall palm trees create a set of
“columns” along the street, which establish a separation
between the automobile sireet and the pedestrian
pathway. A consistent pattern of palm irees and canopy
trees shall be established with the existing street
lighting and driveways to provide a uniform image.
Figure 4-8 illustrates a pattern of the palm trees
followed by two canopy trees. Ground cover shall be
planted in the parkways to further provide a sense of
separation from the automobile. Designated canopy
trees are Holly Oak from Rosemead Boulevard to Sierra
Madre Villa Drive; elms from Sierra Madre Villa to
San Gabriel Boulevard; and Holly Oak from San
Gabriel Boulevard to Vista Avenue.

A six-foot wide minimum concrete sidewalk should be

provided between the property line and the landscaped
parkway.

On the north side of Foothill Boulevard between Santa
Paula Avenue and Sierra Madre Villa, the parkway
width should remain at eight feet and the sidewalk at
four feet. Existing on-street parking shall be retained
on the north side and no building setbacks are
recommended in this area.

In other areas along Foothill Boulevard, a minimum
ten-foot setback on private property should be
maintained. In the adjacent setback area, landscaping
and hardscape to extend the pedestrian environment

along the street should be provided by using techniques

such as: _

- Providing an additional row of shade trees (Holly
Oak) on private property to shade the public
sidewalk

- Extend the w1dth of the sidewalk onto public
property

- Provide space for pedestrian amenities such as bus
benches, public art, fountams and pedestrian scaled
lighting

- Provide space for outdoor dining

To create a space for the eastern gateway to Pasadena,
the narrow median in Foothill Boulevard should be
reconfigured at the junction of the two lefi-turn lanes to
create an area for landscaping. In addition, a series of
ascending square poles with banners could be located in
the median. An artist shall be retained to design this

‘gateway.

Decorative crosswalks shall be provided at major
signalized intersections.

- A ten-foot landscaped median, where feasible, shall be

provided to reduce the apparent width of the street.

- Consolidate driveway access, where possible.

4-13
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4.2.4 Foothill Boulevard Streetscape — West .0
of the 210 Freeway

This section of Foothill Boulevard has a right-of-way of
approximately 80 feet with up to 91 feet in some locations
“(Figure 4-9).

Photo of Foothill Boulevard showing its lack of a consistent, attractively
landscaped streetscape. .

As shown in Figure 4-10, Foothill Boulevard west of 210
Freeway shall be designed as:

. A streetscape that establishes a consistent image for
Subarea d1

4-14

A street that creates a pleasant pedestrian environment

In order to create a viable pedestrian environment and an
attractive image, guidelines and standdrds include: »

Four through lanes of traffic

Where possible, a four-foot minimum parkway adjacent
to the curb shall be planted with an alternating row of
palms and shade (canopy) trees. Due to the narrow
sidewalk area, trees shall be planted in tree wells. A
consistent pattern of street trees shall be.established
with the existing street lighting and. driveways to

provide a uniform image and a sense of separation from

the automobiles. Figure 4-11 illustrates patterns of two
palm trees followed by two or three canopy trees.

On the north side of Foothill Boulevard, a landscaped
parkway similar to the existing parkway in Subarea d2
between Santa Paula Avenue and Sierra Madre Villa
should be developed.

A five-foot minimum concrete sidewalk shall be
provided adjacent to the property line.

No building setbacks are required in thlS area.
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