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CITY OF PASADENA 
175 NORTH GARFIELD AVENUE 

PASADENA, CA 91101-1704 
 

INITIAL STUDY 
 
In accordance with the Environmental Policy Guidelines of the City of Pasadena, this analysis, the 
associated ñMaster Application Form,ò and/or Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) and supporting data 
constitute the Initial Study for the subject project.  This Initial Study provides the assessment for a 
determination whether the project may have a significant effect on the environment. 
 

SECTION I - PROJECT INFORMATION 
 
1. Project Title:     Lincoln Avenue Specific Plan 
 
2. Lead Agency Name and Address:  City of Pasadena - Planning Dept. 
       175 N. Garfield Avenue 
       Pasadena, CA  91101 
 
3. Contact Person and Phone Number:  Laura Dahl, Senior Planner 

Department of Planning  
City of Pasadena 

       (626) 744-6767 
 
4. Project Location: Along each side of Lincoln Avenue in Pasadena, CA 

 from the Lincoln Avenue undercrossing under  
 Interstate 210 (I-210) on the south to the north City 
 boundary. The 50.16-acre Specific Plan Area is  
 mostly one parcel wide on each side of Lincoln  
 Avenue.  See Figure 1 and 2 for regional, location 
 and vicinity maps.  

 
5. Project Sponsorôs Name and Address:  City of Pasadena  
       Laura Dahl, Senior Planner 
       Planning Department 

175 N. Garfield Avenue 
       Pasadena, CA 91109 
 
6. General Plan Designation:   General Commercial; Neighborhood Commercial; 
        Low-Density Residential (0-6 DU/acre); 
        Medium Density Residential (0-16 DU/acre); 
        Medium-High Density Residential (0-32 DU/acre)  
 
7. Zoning:      CG (Commercial, General) 
        PD-4 (Planned Development) 
        RM-16 (Multi-Family Residential) 

       RM-32 (Multi-Family Residential) 
       RS-6 (Single-Family Residential) 
       CG-1 AD-2 (Commercial, General, Alcohol Overlay 
            District) 
       PS (Public, Semi-Public) 

 
8. Description of the Project:  Implementation of the Specific Plan will result in changes to the underlying 

zoning designations to reflect that the area is governed by the approved Specific Plan.  The plan would 
result in changes to the allowed uses as well as establish new development standards for this specific 
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plan area.  The specific plan proposes to gradually convert existing industrial and auto-related land uses 
to a neighborhood-serving retail/commercial district.  Build out of the Lincoln Avenue Specific Plan 
would allow up to an additional 500,000 square feet of commercial/office/retail uses and 91 additional 
residential units.  Mixed-use opportunities (commercial/residential) would also be introduced along the 
corridor. Additionally, two Opportunity Sites are identified in the Specific Plan that are underutilized and 
have the potential for redevelopment.  The portion of Lincoln Avenue within the Specific Plan area and 
south of Washington Avenue would be narrowed from four lanes to two lanes, with a painted median, as 
part of a pilot program; if successful, the median would be improved. 

 
9. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting:  The Specific Plan area stretches north-south 1.3 miles along 

Lincoln Avenue from its underpass under the I-210 on the south at Mountain Street to the north City 
boundary just north of Montana Street, and encompasses approximately 50  acres (see Figures 1, 
Regional Location, and 2, Local Vicinity). The Specific Plan area is fully developed with a mixture of 
industrial, commercial, and residential uses (see Figure 3, Aerial Photograph). The I-210 Freeway 
parallels the Specific Plan area along the areaôs east edge for more than half the areaôs length, and then 
crosses the area. The Specific Plan area is surrounded mostly by single-family and multifamily 
residential uses. John Muir High School lies along the west side of Lincoln Avenue next to part of the 
northern portion of the Specific Plan area. City of Pasadena Corporate yards and Sunset Reservoir are 
opposite I-210 east of the Specific Plan area. The Prospect National Historic District abuts the 
southwest corner of the Specific Plan area. The Pasadena Arroyo Parks and Recreation District 
National Historic District is 0.25 mile west of the southernmost part of the Specific Plan area. The Rose 
Bowl stadium, in the latter National Historic District, is 0.4 mile west of the south end of the Specific Plan 
area. The Banbury Oaks Landmark District, designated by the City of Pasadena, is 0.2 mile east of the 
southern part of the Specific Plan area. Some residences on Lincoln Avenue date to the 1920ôs and 
1930ôs.   

 
10. Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g. permits, financing approval, or participation 

agreement):  The Pasadena Department of Public Works and Department of Transportation, and 
Pasadena Fire Department will review the Specific Plan.  The Specific Plan Development Standards and 
Architectural Guidelines are also subject to review by the Design Commission. The project is subject to 
review by the Planning Commission, and to review and approval by the City Council. 
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Figure 1 Lincoln Avenue Specific Plan - Regional Location 
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Figure 3  Lincoln Avenue Specific Plan - Local Vicinity 
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Figure 3 Lincoln Avenue Specific Plan - Aerial Photograph 
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