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SECTION 1:

INTRODUCTION

1.1 PURPOSE OF THE AMENDMENT TO THE HAHAMONGNA
WATERSHED PARK MASTER PLAN

The Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan was adopted on September 29, 2003
by the Pasadena City Council. At that time the master plan area encompassed a
300 acre area. In November 2005, the City purchased an additional 30 acres of
property contiguous with Hahamongna Watershed Park (HWP), commonly and
herein after referred to as the HWP Annex.

The purpose of this amendment is to add the 30 acre Annex site with the already
adopted 300 acre Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan area. With that in
mind, the adopted HWP Master Plan must be amended to incorporate the
community’s vision for this additional park area and thereby update the entire park
master plan.

This master plan amendment addresses the 30 acre Annex site that was not covered
by the plan adopted in September 2003 and also makes recommendations for its
future use.

1.2 LOCATION

Exhibit 1-1, the Master Plan Area, depicts the boundaries of the HWP Annex and its
location within the larger HWP in the western corner of the master plan area. The
Annex is located immediately north of the existing HWP, east of Oak Grove Drive,
approximately 600 feet north of Foothill Boulevard. The site is surrounded by the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) to the north, the Oak Grove area of HWP to the south,
Flintridge Riding Club to the west, La Cañada High School across Oak Grove Drive to
the southwest, and the Devil’s Gate reservoir basin to the east.

CITY OF PASADENA / ARROYO SECO MASTER PLANS
Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan Addendum for the Hahamongna Annex

2-1-10





1-3

1.3 PROJECT HISTORY & CONTEXT

In 1970, the park known to us today as HWP, was owned by the City of Pasadena,
but was then named Oak Grove Park. The City agreed to sell 30 acres of the land to
the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) for the price of $430,000 for the intended
purpose of a water treatment plant installation.

In November 2005 the property was re-acquired by the City from the MWD for a
purchase price of $1.2 million under the California Surplus Lands Act.

Until recently, the Hahamongna Annex property contained three tenants: The Oak
Grove Ranger Station of the U.S. Forest Service (7 acres), Los Angeles County Fire
Camp 2 (6 acres) and Rose Bowl Riders (12 acres). In 2002 the U.S. Forest Service
began the process of vacating their facilities after 50 years in the Arroyo Seco. Just
prior to the City’s purchase of the annex property, the U.S. Forest Service terminated
their lease and vacated the site by 2004.

ABOUT THE CURRENT TENTANTS AT THE ANNEX

Los Angeles County Fire Camp 2 has a 50 year lease for the area they occupy. Their
lease was renewed in 2004 by MWD and is honored by the City as a condition of the
sale of the property. This facility is part of Los Angeles County Fire Department’s fire
suppression training program. CAMP 2 fulfills a significant role in the California
Wildland Fire Fighting arsenal and is utilized statewide for wildland fire fighting
training. CAMP 2 has been at this location since early 1954.

Tom Sawyer Camps (TSC) currently has a sub-lease for the 2.6 acres they occupy
within the 12 acre RBR master lease area. They have operated a summer camp in
the park since 1944. The space currently utilized within the annex is for the staging
and operational activities associated with the summer camp (outside of the annex
area). Additionally, a year round horseback riding program is also offered at the
Annex, but not widely advertised. The Annex site is used to stable the horses used for
the year round horse riding program and the ten week summer camp. TSC has a
separate operating agreement with the City for the camp activities within HWP. A
historical timeline of TSC can be found in Appendix A-1.

Rose Bowl Riders (RBR) is a non-profit equestrian organization whereby members
operate the horse boarding facility that currently accommodates 37 horse-boarding
corral-stables. The members also operate a large arena used for horse shows & riding
as well as an adjacent clubhouse. The area utilized by RBR totals 6.1 acres within the
12 acre master area they currently lease. They were founded in 1946 and have been
at this location since 1950. A historical timeline of RBR can be found in Appendix A-2.
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MOVE A CHILD HIGHER (MACH1) is a non-profit organization providing therapeutic
horsemanship programs for children with disabilities. MACH1 operates 0.4 acres
within the larger area currently leased by RBR. MACH1 has partnered with the City to
offer their program since 1996 and have been at the Annex since 2000. A historical
timeline of MACH1 can be found in Appendix A-3.

1.4 RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PLANS & DOCUMENTS

This addendum has been completed according to the policies and principles set
forth in the adopted HWP Master Plan and the City of Pasadena’s Comprehensive
General Plan.

The Guiding Principles for the Arroyo Seco were developed to serve as the umbrella
under which fall the specific goals and objectives for each of the Arroyo Seco
Master Plans. The six principles are:

 To encourage and promote the stewardship and enjoyment of the
Arroyo Seco in Pasadena

 To balance and integrate the interrelated issues of water resources,
recreation, natural resource preservation and restoration, and flood
management in the Arroyo Seco

 To provide a safe, secure and accessible Arroyo Seco for public
enjoyment

 To recognize the importance to Pasadena of the history, cultural
resources and unique character of the Arroyo Seco, and to conserve
and enhance these assets

 To preserve and acquire open space in or adjacent to the Arroyo
Seco

 To recognize that the Arroyo Seco in Pasadena is comprised of
distinct geographical areas that are interconnected by a number of
resources and features including, but not limited to, water, habitat,
geology, recreation, and culture; and that it is part of a larger
watershed

These Guiding Principles were intended to serve as a bridge between the Arroyo
Seco Master Plans and the City's General Plan Update. Since the adoption of the
HWP Master Plan in 2003, the following related City General Plan updates have
occurred: 1) The Green Space, Recreation and Parks Element of the Pasadena
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General Plan, and 2) the Green Space, Recreation and Parks Master Plan, both
adopted by the City Council on November 5, 2007.

This addendum and the recommendations contained therein, are in direct response
to the needs and recommendations called for in all five of the key issue areas of the
Green Space, Recreation and Parks Element and the Green Space, Recreation and
Parks Master Plan:

1. Natural Open Space
2. Developed Parkland
3. Recreation Facility Use and Distribution
4. Recreation Program Types and Distribution
5. Organizational Structure and Ongoing Community Participation

Moreover, this addendum addresses environmental stewardship policies adopted
by the City Council in September 2006 as follows:

1. United Nations Urban Environmental Accords
a. Action 10 – Ensure that there is an accessible public park or

recreational open space within a half-a-kilometer of every city resident
by 2015.

b. Action 12 – Pass legislation that protects critical habitat corridors and
other key habitat characteristics (e.g., water features, food-bearing
plants, shelter for wildlife, use of native species) from unsustainable
development.

c. Action 20 – Protect the ecological integrity of the city’s primary water
sources (i.e., aquifers, rivers, lakes, wetlands and associated
ecosystems.

d. Action 21 – Adopt municipal wastewater management guidelines and
reduce the volume of untreated wastewater discharges by ten per
cent in seven years through the expanded use of recycled water and
the implementation of sustainable urban watershed planning process
that includes participants of all affected communities and is based on
sound economic, social and environmental principles.

2. The Environmental Charter
3. The U.S. Conference of Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement
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